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New York, New York is one of twenty cities across the United 

States in which parents are participating in a study of Frabrile Fami

lies and Child Wellbeing. 1 The study follows a new birth cohort 

of approximately 5,000 children and their parents in an effort to 

learn more about the growing number of families that are com

prised of unmarried parents and their children .  \"Xie use the term 

fragile families to underscore the fact that unmarried parents and 
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fa1nilies have a higher risk of poverty and family dissolution than 

traditional families. The proportion of children born to unmar

ried parents has increased dramatically during the past forty years, 

with close to one-third of births now occurring outside of mar

riage. Despite this trend, very little is known about the resources 

of and relationships within these families, and the ways in which 

government policies affect the parents' and children's lives. As a 

consequence, public perceptions are often shaped by unsubstanti

ated myths about unmarried couples, and policymakers and com

munity leaders often must rely on anecdotal evidence when de

signing policies and programs. W ithout adequate information, 

such programs may not be as effective as intended, and in some 

cases, may even unintentionally undermine the stability of these 

families. 

The Fragile Families and Child Wellbeing Study changed its name to The Future of Families and Child Wellbeing Study (FFCWS). Due to the issue 
date of this document, FFCWS will be referenced by its former name. Any further reference to FFCWS should kindly observe this name change.






































